
PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
r the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



^rr^&Sr Substitute for form 1 449AJPTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Complete if Known ~**\ 


Application No. 


10/033,614 


Filing Date 


December 26, 2001 


First Named Inventor 


Albert K. Chin 


Art Unit 


3731 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned | 


^Sheet j 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


80121-06410 J 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document No. 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Number -Kind Code 2 (it 
known) 


Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


TOT 


A 


US-6,464,712 


10-15-2002 


Epstein et al. 






US- 










US- 




' ■ RECEIVED 






us- 










us- 




OCT 3 1 2002 






us- 




TECHNOLOGY CENTFRR37DQ 






us- 










us- 










us- 










US- 










US- 










US- 










US- 







FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Foreign Patent Document 








Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Country Code 3 - 
Number 4 

Kind Code 9 (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


I s 























































































Examiner 
Signature 



eror not 



Date 

Considered 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether Or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). J See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that 
Issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). "For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. "Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

g012l/064l0/DOCS/l30632l.l 



[ 



PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 

CCD 0 3 2002 k. Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 

E us - Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Ad aH{295, no persons arejequlred to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



Substitute for form 1448A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Application No. 



Complete if Known 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/033,614 



December 26, 2001 



Albert K. Chin 



3731 



RECEIV 



Unassigned 



SEP 1 8 2 



m. 



12 



Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



80121-06410 



TECHNOLOGY CENTER R3700 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document No. 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Number - Kind Code 2 (if 
known) 


Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


-zk>- 


A 


US-6.409,739 B1 


06-25-2002 


Nobles etal. 






B 


US-6;395,015B1 


05-28-2002 


Borst et al. 






C 


US-6,171,319 


01-09-2001 


Nobles et al. 






0 


US-5,944,730 


08-31-1999 


Nobles et al. 






E 


US-5,826,251 


10-20-1998 


Kiendl 






F 


US-5,766,220 


06-16-1998 


Moenning 






G 


US-5,749,883 


05-12-1998 


Halpem 






H 


US-5,700,277 


12-23-1997 


Nash et at. 






1 


US-5,690,674 


11-25-1997 


Diaz 






J 


US-5.630,833 


05-20-1997 


Katsaros et el. 






K 


US-5,620,461 


04-15-1997 


Muijs Van De Moer et al. 






L 


US-5,593,422 


01-14-1997 


Muijs Van de Moer et al. 






M 


US-5,545,178 


08-13-1998 


Kensey et at. 






N 


US-5,496,332 


03-05-1998 


Sierra et al. 






O 


US-5,413,571 


05-09-1995 


. Katsaros et al. 






P 


US-5,383,897 


01-24-1995 


Wholey 






Q 


US-5.350,399 


09-27-1994 


Eriebacher et al. 






R 


US-5.342,393 


08-30-1994 


Stack 






S 


US-5,312,435 


05-17-1994 


Nash et al. 






T 


US-5,258,000 


11-02-1993 


Gianturco 






U 


US-5.222,974 


06-29-1993 


Kensey et al. 






V 


US-5, 192,301 


03-09-1993 


Xamiya et al. 






w 


US-5,122,122 


06-16-1992 


Allgood 






X 


US-5,108,421 


04-28-1992 


Fowler 




Y 


US-4,852,568 


08-01-1989 


Kensey 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 'Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 'For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

80121/0641 0/DOCS/l 292 789. 1 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of. 



S Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



ft ?TCVC4V0^{1CJ Di* 

0 3 Z002 , Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 

§ U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

5. no persons are^equired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



Sheet 



of 



Complete if Known 



Application No. 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/033,614 



December 26, 2001 



Albert K. Chin 



3731 



Unassigned 



80121-06410 



SEP 1 8 2002 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



TECHNOLOGY CEN TER R3700 



Document No. 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No. 1 



Number -Kind Code 2 (if 
known) 



Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



US-4794,928 



01-03-1939 



Kletschka 



9- 



AA 



US-4,744,364 



05-17-1988 



Kensey 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Foreign Patent Document 








Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
! No. 1 


Country Code 3 - 
Number 4 

Kind Code 5 (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


T* 




BB 


EP 0 894 475 A1 1 


02-03-1999 


MEDTRONIC, INC. 






CC 


EP0 544 485A1 • 


06-02-1993 


Cook Incorporated 

























































































OTHER REFERENCES - NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, 
journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s). publisher, city and/or country where 

published 


T 43 



































































Examiner 
Signature 



o/notcil 



Date 

Considered 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether oWiot citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicants unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-letter code (W1PO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 If 
possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here If English language Translation is attached. 

80121/064 10/DOCS/1292789.1 



T5~ 

SEP 2 5 2002 S>1 ®m w pto/swwaocmh) 

Approved for use through 10/31^2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
the Paperwork Reduction Ad of 1995, no persons ere required to respond to a collection of information unless ft contains a valid OMB control number. 



^ Substitute for form 1 449A/PTO 


Complete if Known ^\ 


INFORftfiATBOINI DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Application No. 


10/033,614 


Filing Date 


December 26, 2001 


First Named Inventor 


Albert K. Chin 




Art Unit 


3731 




Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


^Sheet 1 of | 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


80121-06410 J 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document No. 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Number -Kind Code 3 (If 
known) 


Date 

MM-DO-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 




A 


US-6.21 4,022 


04-10-2001 


Taylor et al. 




B 


US-6,168,623 


01-02-2001 


Fogarty et al. 




C 


US-5,797,933 


08-25-1998 


Snow et al. 






IJS- 










US- 




HFCBVCD 






US- 










US- 




*f 2 7 m5 






us- 










us- 










US- 










us- 




e 






us- 










us- 







FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Foreign Patent Document 








Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Country Code* - 
Number 4 

Kind Code 8 Of known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 













































































Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



9** 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 

Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 'See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. *Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

80 1 2 1 /064 1 0/DOCS/ 1 29759 L 1 



Sheet 1 of 1 



FORM PTO-1 449 U.S. department of commerce 
(REV. 6-89) Patent and Trademark Office 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Attome/s Docket No. 

80121-06410 


Serial No. p s 


Applicant "Jo = ! 

Albert K. Chin etai. =: 


Filing Date 

December 26, 2001 


Group Art Unit 

mo |S 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS & B 


Examiner Initial 




Document Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date If 
Appropriate 




A 


6,248,1 19B1 


6/19/01 


Solem 








































































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 
Yes | No 


















































































OTHER DOCU 


VIENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 


























EXAMINER U^tCJt 


f</-~- PATE CONSIDERED ZTe^ f J^A. V 


EXAMINER: Initial if references considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



PTO-1449 



80121/06410/DOCS/1233174.1 



• PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 

Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



r 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 




DISCLOSURE 
Y APPLICANT 



Application No. 



Complete If Known 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/033,614 



December 26, 2001 



Albert K. Chin 



3731 



Not Yet Known 



w Sheet 



Attorney Docket Number 



80121-06410 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document No. 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Number -Kind Code 2 (if 
known) 


Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 




A1 


US-3,254,650 


06-07-1966 


Collito 




A2 


US-3,774,615 


11-27-1973 


Lim et al. 




A3 


US-4,352,358 


10-05-1982 


Angelchik RECFNTD 


m 


A4 


US-4,721,109 


01-26-1988 


Healey 










UEC 1 1 7.003 












■ uvmuLUUr UtNTfcR fi3700 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Foreign Patent Document 








Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.* 


Country Code 3 - 
Number 4 

Kind Code 5 (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


T 6 



























OTHER REFERENCES - NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, 
journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s). volume-issue numbers), publisher, city and/or country where 

published 


7* 



















Examiner 
Signature 



A, 



Date 

Considered 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 

Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. *Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

80121/0641 0/DOCS/l 39606 1 . 1 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 




^ PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 

Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



r 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Application No. 



Complete if Known 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/033,614 



December 26, 2001 



Albert K. Chin 



3731 



Unassigned 



Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



80121-06410 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document No. 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No/ 


Number -Kind Code* (if 
known) 


Oate 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 




A 


US-3,993,078 


11-23-1976 


Bergentz et al. 






US- 










US- 










us- 










us- 




rECBVEO 






us- 










us- 




APR ?, 9 » 






US- 










US- 




T P r.HNOLOGVCENlhHR3700 






US- 










us- 










us- 










us- 







FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Foreign Patent Document 








Examiner 
initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Country Code* - 
Number* 

Kind Code 5 (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


T - 



















































Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation Is In conformance with MPEP 609. 

Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 'See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 'Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-tetter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document *Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

801 21/064 1 0/DOCS/ 1 340898. 1 



? E 



FORM PTO-1449 \^ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

(REV. 6-89) ^^74 TR^^ Patent 8nd Trademartc ^ 

INFORWiATIONUrSCLOSURE CITATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Attorney's Docket No. S 
80121-06410 


erial No. 

10/033,614 


Applicant 

Albert K. Chin et al. 


Filing Date C 

December 26, 2001 


iroup Art Unit 

3731 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS j 


Examiner Initial 




Document Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date If 
Appropriate 


to 


! A 


5,944,730 


08/31/99 


Nobles at al. 

■ vwwiww \j % yii 


606 


151 


03/06/98 

WW/Vw/WW 






B 


5 766 220 

Vj 1 W W|4»&»W 


06/16/98 

wWI 1 W/ WW 


Moennina 

IIIWWI II III 1W 


606 


213 


02/29/96 

\J£J fcW7 ww 






c 


5,700,277 


12/23/97 


Nash et al 

i ' w. wi i w v ai. 


606 


213 


05/12/95 

ww 1 t-J ww 






D 


5,690,674 


11/25/97 


Diaz 


606 


213 


07/02/96 






E 


5,630,833 


05/20/97 


Katsaros et al 


606 


213 


03/24/95 i 

WW fc"Tf 






F 


5 593 422 

W | WW W 


01/14/97 

W ■ 9 1 W r 


Muiis Van de Moer et al 

IVIWII0 » Ull WW ITIVvl W* vU< 


606 


213 


01/06/95 

V 1 / w wf ww 






G 


5,496,332 


03/05/96 

WW? ww# w^^ 


Sierra et ai. 


606 


139 


10/20/94 

1 W/ 4.VI W^T 






H 


5 395 383 

W | WW w j w w w 


03/07/95 

W Wf W f i WW 


Adams et al 


606 


151 


01/27/94 

V 1 / £- 1 / w"T 






I 


5.383.896 


01/24/95 


Gershonv et al 


606 


213 


05/25/93 

W W7 (.VI WW 






J 


5,350.399 


09/27/94 


Erlebacher et al. 


606 


213 


10/07/92 






K 


5.342.393 


08/30/94 


Stack 


606 


213 


08/27/92 






L 


5,330.446 


07/19/94 


Weldon et al. 


604 


271 


06/16/92 






; M 


5,222.974 


06/29/93 


Kensey et al. 


606 


213 


11/08/91 ; 






N 


5.122.122 


06/16/92 


Allgood 


604 


174 


11/22/89 




0 


4,744.364 


05/17/88 


Kensey 


128 


334 


02/17/87 


































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Subclass 


Translation 
Yes | No 




P 


EP0 894 475 A1 


02/03/99 


Europe 


A61B | 


17/00 


Yes 




Q 


EP 0 544 485 A1 


06/02/93 


Europe 


A61B 


17/00 


Yes 
















--^ 

m 

o 
















r s ni 
















§ « o 




IDATE CONSIDERED XXinl J*k JaMf 


4i 


EXAMIN ER^Tnitial if references considered^whether or not citation Is In conformance with MPEP § 609; Draw line through citation ff not In conformance and rjr^ consiSed. * "* 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 30 S I ' 



80121/064 10/DOCS/1 284409.1 




PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OM8 0851-0031 
. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under tJjV Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



W Substitute for form 1 449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Application No. 



Complete if Known 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/033,614 



December 26, 2001 



Albert K. Chin 



3731 



Unassigned 



.Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



80121-06410 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document No. 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
NO.' 


Number -Kind Code 2 (if 
known) 


Date 

MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 






US-2O03/0C65347A1 „ 


04-03-2003 


Gifford. Ill et at. 








US-0472.318S 


03-25-2003 


Solent 








US-2003/0023251 A1 • 


01-30-2003 


Gifford. Ill et al. 








US-6,491.705 B2 


12-10-2002 


Gifford. HI et al. 








US-8.491.704 B2 


12-10-2002 


Gifford. Ill et al. 


\ 






US-6.46d.636 B2 


12-03-2002 


Bryan et el. 








US-2002/01 77865 A1 * 


11-28-2002 


Mclnlosh 








US-2002/01 73809 A1 » 


11-21-2002 


Relschman et al. 








U5-2002/0151914A1 # 


10-17-2002 


Gifford, III et al. 








US-6.451.034B1 


09-17-2002 


Gifford. Ill et al. 








US-6.443.965B1 


09-03-2002 


Gifford, III et al. ^ 








US-6.428.555B1 


08-08-2002 


Koster, Jr. 










US-6.416.527B1 


07-09-2002 


Berg et al. 











US-2002/0087175A1 


07-04-2002 


Gifford. Ill et al. 










US-2002/0082626 A1 , 


06-27-2002 


Donohoe et al. 










US-2002/0082614A1 . 


06-27-2002 


Logan et at. 











US-2002*0077637 A1 . 


06-20-2002 


Vargas etal. 








US-2002/0065474 A1 < 


05-30-2002 


Viola 








US-6.387.105B1 


05-14-2002 


Gifford. Ill et al. 








US-2002/0042623A1 » 


04-11-2002 


Blatter et al. 








US-6,371.965 


04-16-2002 


Gifford, III et al. 








US-6.371.964B1 


04-16-2002 


Vargas et al. 






US-2002/0038127A1 • 


03.28-2002 


Blatter et al. 


-f- 




US-2OO2/0029050A1 


03-07-2002 


Gifford. Ill et al. 


M 




US-2002/0029049 A1 . - 


03-07-2002 


Gifford, III et al. 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



%„e j£ joey 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enler Office that 
issued the document, by the two-ietter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. *Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 1 8 if 
possible. "Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

80)21/0641 0/DOCS/l 370903. 1 




pru^^oi 



PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Underlie Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection ot information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



Substitute tor form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Complete if Known 



Application No. 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/033,614 



December 26, 2001 



Albert K. Chin 



3731 



Unassigned 



Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



80121-06410 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document No. 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 

No. 1 


Number -Kind Code 2 (if 
known) 


Date 

MM-OD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 






US-2002/0029007 A1 i 


03-07-2002 


Bryan at al. 








US-2002/00 19643 A1 ; 


02-14-2002 


Gifford, Ill et al. 








US-200 1/0001 122 A1 1 


05-10-2001 


Gifford. HI et al. 








US-200 1/00471 79 A1 * 


1 1 -29-2001 


Gifford, III et al. 








US-200 1/0023354 A1 * 


09-20-2001 


Blatter et al. 








US-200 1/0021 856 A1 1 


09-13-2001 


Bolduc et al. 








US-6.280.460 B1 


08-28-2001 


Bolduc et al. 








US-200 1-0018740 A1 


08-23-2001 


Blatter el al. 








U5-o,273,ao1 bi 




Bates et al. 








US-2001/0004698A1 i 


06-21-2001 


Blatter etal. 








US-2001/0004697A1 ' 


08-21-2001 


Blatter etal. ^ ir^lT^ 








US-2001/0001825A1 


05-24-2001 


Snow e, n£,r.t.W^ W 








US-2001/0000903A1 


05-10-2001 


* % %m 








US-6.ie3.486B1 


02-06-2001 


Snow etal. pAJu * 








US-6.176.413B1 


01-23-2001 


Heck etal. Qr^nE^^^ 








US-6,171,321 B1 


01-09-2001 


Gifford. Ill et al. ^gOWNU^ 








US-6,156,050 


12-05-2000 


Davis et al. 








US-6,142.955 


11-07-2000 


Farascioni et al. 








US-6,1 10,187 


08-29-2000 


Donlon 








US-6,093,154 


07-25-2000 


Burek at al. 








US-6.080,176 


06-27-2000 


Young 








US-6.080,175 


06-27-2000 


Hogendijk 








US-6.080.173 


06-27-2000 


Williamson, IV e al. 








US-6.036.710 


03-14-2000 


McGarryetal. 






US-6,022,367 


02-08-2000 


Sherts 



Examiner 
Signature 



9- 



Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 

Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 'Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-4etter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. *Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

80121/0641 0/DOCS/ 1 3 70903 . 1 




PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
aperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of Information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



Substitute for form 1 449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Application No. 



Complete if Known 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/033,614 



December 26, 2001 



Albert K. Chin 



3731 



Unassigned 



.Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



80121-06410 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document No. 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 


Number -Kind Code 2 (if 
known) 


Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 






US-6,007,495 


12-28- 1999 


Matula 


* 






I if* ff AO a r\ a i\ 

US-5,984.940 


A A 4 O 4 AAA 

11-16-1999 


Davis et al. 








lie* c ft 4 rs a c o 

US-5,910,153 


aq /\o 4 AAA 

06-08- 1 999 


Mayenberger 








1 1 0 C A A A Pft7 

US-5,904,697 


05-18-1999 


tjirforo, ill et al. 








US-5.893,369 


04-13-1999 


LeMole 








US-5,88 1,943 


03-10-1999 


Heck et al. 








US-5,827,316 


10-27-1998 


Young et al. 








US-5.817,113 


10-6-1998 


Gifford, III et al. 








t IC d TOO fifil 


08-04- 1 998 


weiianot 








US-5,746,760 


05-05-1998 


-£2* RCCBVhu 








US-5.702.412 


12-30-1997 










US-5.695.504 


12-09-1997 


Gifford .III et al. % 8 <t003 








US-5,688,286 


11-18-1997 










US-O372.310 


07-30-1998 


-= TBatoow*" 0 """ 1 








US-5,51 5.861 


05-14-1998 


Smith 








US-5.488.958 


02-06-1996 


Topel etal. 








US-5,470.320 


11-28-1995 


Tiefenbrun et al. 








US-5,423,330 


06-13-1995 


Lee 








US-5,403.338 


04-04-1995 


Milo 








US^5,330,497 


07-19-1994 


Freitas et al. 








US-5,31 3,958 


05-24-1994 


Bauer 








US-5,304,193 


04-19-1994 


Zhadanov 








US-5.290.249 


03-01-1994 


Foster et al. 








US-5.273.519 


12-28-1993 


Koros et al. 






US-5. 192,294 


03-09-1993 


Blake. Ill 



Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether'or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 

Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 3 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of Ihe patent document. °Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST, 16 if 
possible. "Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

8012I/064I0/DOCS/I370903.I 




pro^^oi 



Under tfte 



PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0851-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Application No. 



Complete if Known 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/033,614 



December 26, 2001 



Albert K. Chin 



3731 



Unassigned 



Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



80121-06410 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document No. 






Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Number -Kind Code 2 (if 
known) 


Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 






US-5, 172,702 


12-22-1992 


Leigh et al. 








US-5,129,913 


07-14-1992 


Ruppert 








US-5.0ie.53O 


05-28-1991 


Rank et al. 








US-5,005.585 


04-09-1991 


Mazza 








US-4,961,430 


10-09-1990 


Sheahon 








US-4,931.042 


08-05-1990 


Holmes et al. 








US-4,785.826 


11-22-1988 


Ward. 








US-4,738,261 


04-19-1988 


. Enstrom 








US-4,733.671 


03-29-1988. 


Mehl 








US-4.699.154 


10-13-1987 


Lindgren 








US-4,682,606 


07-28-1987 


DeCaprio 








US-0281,721 


12-10-1985 


Scanlan 








US -4. 466, 109 


09-04-1984 


Mehl 










US-4.388.925 


06-21-1983 


Bums 










US-4,314,565 


02-09-1982 


Lee 










US-4,282,884 


08-11-1981 


Boebel 


— aug i 8 «ro 








US^.243.048 


01-06-01981 


Griffin 










US-4.216.776 


08-12-1980 


Downie et al. 










US-4.122.855 


10-31-1978 


Tezel 








US-4.01 8.228 


04-19-1977 


Goosen 








US-4.010.737 


03-08-1977 


Vilaghy et al. 








US-4,010,543 


03-08-1977 


Nusbaum 








US-3.882.B49 


05-13-1975 


Jamshidi 






US-3.776.237 


12-4-1973 


Hill et al. 


-fir 




US-3,683,891 


08-15-1972 


Eskridge et al. 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 'Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of I he year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. *Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 'Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation Is attached. 

801 21/064 1 0/DOCS/l 370903. 1 




prove^o 



PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approve for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0851-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
te Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

FORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Application No. 



Complete If Known 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/033,614 



December 26, 2001 



Albert K. Chin 



3731 



Unassigned 



.Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



80121-06410 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document No. 






Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
NO.' 


Number -Kind Code 2 (if 
known) 


Date 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 






US-3,628.524 


12-21-1071 


Jamshidi 








US-3.561,429 


02-09-1971 


Jewett 








US-3,394,699 


07-22-1985 


Koett 








US-3,104,666 


09-24-1963 


Hale et al. 








US-2,919,692 


01-05-1960 


Ackermann 








US-2,850,007 


09-02-1958 


Lingley 








US-1,867,624 


07-10-1932 


Hoffman 








US-1. 052,374 


02-04-1913 


Parr 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Foreign Patent Document 








Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Country Code 1 - 
Number 4 

Kind Code 5 (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 








, WO 03/030753 A1 


04-17-2003 


Genzyme Corporation j^^f_OEl^^ 


P 




u 




WO 02/47561 A1 


20-08-2002 


rr' nc - aug % a m 










WO 02/47532 A2 . , 


06-20-2002 


By-Pass. Inc. 










WO 02/32324 A2 , 


04-25-2002 


Tyco Healthcare Group LP T p CH |MOLOGY CENTEf 


IR370O 








. WO 02/32323 A2 


04-25-2002 


Tyco Healthcare Group LP 










WO 02/32293 A2 , 


04-25-2002 


Imagyn Med ica (Technologies California. Inc. 










*WO 02/0741 88 A2 


09-26-2002 


By-Pass, Inc. 










WO 02/058568 A1 


08-01-2002 


Tyco Healthcare Group LP 










• WO 00/74579 A2 , 


12-14-2000 


St. Jude Medical Cardiovascular Group. Inc. 










WO 00/69349 


11-23-2000 


Vascular Innovatins, Inc. 










WO 00/69346 


11-23-2000 


Vascular Innovations, Inc. 




AW 




WO 00/59380 


10-12-2000 


Coalescent Surgical, Inc. 





Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 'Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-Jetter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). *For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. *Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

80121/0641 0/DOCS/l 370903 . 1 




PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0851-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



d * ndl**?' Suosti,ute ,or ,orm 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Application No. 



Complete if Known 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/033,614 



December 26, 2001 



Albert K. Chin 



3731 



Unassigned 



Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



80121-06410 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Foreign Patent Document 








Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Country Code 3 - 
Number 4 

Kind Code* (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


•7-0 

r 


Aft 






no 9ft 9nnn 


oy-r ass, inc. 










.WO 99/624 15 # 


12-09-1999 


By-Pass Ltd. 










, WO 98/42262 


10-01-1998 


Perclose, Inc. 










, WO 89/40851 


08-19-1999 


Heartport. Inc. 










.WO 98/07399 


02-26-1998 


Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 




— • — 






, WO 97/47261 


12-18-1997 


Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 










,WO 97/13463 


04-17-1997 


Transvascular, inc. 










t WO 96/25886 


08-29-1996 


Heartport, Inc. 




« 






, WO 92/12676 


08-06-1992 


WISAP Gesetlschaft Fur Wissenschaftlichen Apparatebau MBH 










WO 92/08513 


05-29-1992 


Interventional Thermodynamics, Inc. 










EP 1 088 519 A1 


04-04-2001 


United States Surgical Corporation p |T\ p | ^ p *^ 










EP 0 882 429 A1 t 


12-09-1998 


Atrion Medical Products. Inc. ^ 










EP 0 373 927 


06-20-90 


Medtronic Inc. AUG 2 8 2003 










DE 196 50 204C2 


06-18-1998 


Aesculap AG & Co. 










DE 1 160 573 


09-08-1961 


Of.med.PauiLudw.0 TECHNOLOGY CEN ) bH >fc Hk. 










AU 270419 


05-06-1965 


Ian Ronald Jack 




A 






RU 125870 # 


1960 






" OTHER REFE 


FENCES - NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, 
journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.). date, page(s). volume-issue numbers), publisher, city and/or country where 

published 


T* 






Mahieu, F.M., Alexandre, B., Bettedorf, P., and Muylder, Ch.DE. "Use Of The Brock Punch For Confection Of A Shunt 
Between Ventricles, A Ventricle And Pulmonary Artery Or A Ventricle And The Aorta Without Cardio-Pulmonary By-Pass 
(CPS)." Acta Chirurqfca Belgica. Betqlan Surgical Society, March 1975, No. 2. pp. 160-164. 








Murakami, T., Yanagi. H.. Irie. H. Bando, K.. Nakayama, Y., Mondori, E., Tao, M., Nawa. S.. Senoo. Y., et al.. "Experience 
With Sequential Bypass Grafts Using A Vascular Punch," Journal Of The Japanese Association For Thoracic Surgery,. 35 
(1). 1987. pp. 20-25. 





Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 

Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 'See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 'Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-tetter codo (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. *Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. "Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

801 21/064 JO/DOCS/I 370903.1 



